
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

If you weren’t present at the last meeting you missed a 

wonderful talk by a delightful young lady, Sarah Ryan, 

who spoke of her career and behind the scenes of the 

swimming fraternity.    She willingly let her precious 

gold and silver medals be passed around for us to have 

a good look at them.   We all agreed we could have 

listened to her for another hour. 

 

It is proposed to adopt a new constitution in line with 

the Associations Incorporation Act 2009. Notification 

of this desired change will be given at our meeting 

when a copy will be issued to you.   

 

The resolution amendment will be put to a vote at the 

October meeting. 

 

Have a good month 

 

Dorothy 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER for the September meeting,  

Michael Booth, will be speaking to us on the Titanic. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email fogartyb@bigpond.com 

 

 
Flickr: Our photo viewing site 

http:/www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 

 
PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  4658 0466 

V. PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Phil Humphreys  96034819 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  46212090 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

  

  INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Jean Campbell, Elaine Dean, Ron Dean, Maureen 

Gander, Sue Kijurina, Susana Marris, Shirley 

Meredith, Norm Meredith, Dee McFadden, Joyce 

Reilly, Ray Smith, Brenda Starkey, Shirley Tarranto, 

Jack White, Ros Williams, Bob Williams 

 

WELFARE: 
Lorraine Ball:  I spoke to Lorraine, she is keeping 

well and hopes to see us all at our next meeting. 
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Janice McCurrie:  Janice has started chemo and is 

coping as well as she can, I sent her our good wishes. 

Lynne Turner:  I have spoken to Lyn and she is 

coping very well.  Her doctors are very pleased with 

her recovery.  I have sent her our regards and she 

hopes to see us soon. 

 

A PROFILE -  Paul Brett 

 

 
I was born in 

Lithgow on 12 

November 1937. 

My mother Marie 

was an infants’ 

school teacher and 

my father Wally 

worked at the Small 

Arms factory. 

Along with my 

older brother 

Rodney and 

younger brother 

Mark, we terrorised 

Lithgow and were affectionately known as the Brett 

Brats! 

 

During WW11, we lived in Orange and this is where I 

started school. When I was 10 years old, it was decided 

that I would go to boarding school in Sydney (and give 

the good folks of Lithgow a break). I spent two years 

at St John Baptist Preparatory School and then moved 

to St Joseph’s College (Joey’s) for my secondary 

schooling. It was there that my love of athletics 

developed and I was a champion sprinter as well as 

experiencing success in the triple jump and long jump. 

 

After high school, I spent 90 days at Ingleburn Army 

camp doing National Service and then studied primary 

school teaching for two years at Bathurst Teachers 

College. This was to be the start of a wonderful career 

in public education. 

 

My first appointment in 1958 was to a small one 

teacher school at Colly Blue (between Armidale and 

Tamworth) where I had just 18 K-6 students in my 

class. I boarded each term with a different family and 

soon got to know members of this very small rural 

community well. Here was where I developed a love 

for playing tennis. 

 

In 1960, my parents moved from Lithgow to 

Caringbah and in 1961 I transferred to Caringbah 

North PS where I taught for four years. Squash and 

golf were my favourite sports for the next decade and I 

also loved going to the trots at Harold Park each Friday 

night. 

 

In 1965 I transferred to Engadine PS (four years), then 

Arncliffe in 1969 (another four years), followed by 

Woolooware in 1973 where I was a member of staff 

for six years.  

 

In 1979 I was appointed as the principal of Como West 

PS and spent seven years at this wonderful school. The 

average number of students was 400. 

 

I then moved out of the Shire when I accepted the 

principal’s position at Prairievale PS. It was a very 

large school with an average number of 800+ students 

and I spent 11 happy years there before retiring just 

after my 60 birthday at the end of 1997. 

 

At the beginning of 1998, my life changed very 

dramatically. I began retirement by marrying the very 

delightful and gorgeous Sharon (and her three 

children) and moved to Narellan to live….no longer a 

Shire boy! As Sharon was still working, I went back to 

my roots and did casual teaching a few days a week for 

5 years, which I absolutely loved. Then I really did 

retire! 

 

Life is busy and filled with many fun and exciting 

experiences each day. We have been lucky enough to 

travel to many exciting countries around the world 

(and still have many more on the bucket list). We 

subscribe to both the Ensemble and Sydney Theatre 

Companies and we see about a dozen plays each year 

with very good friends. We also regularly go to the 

cinema as movies are my passion. I enjoy reading, 

playing golf and punting on the horses but gain the 

most pleasure of all from family, especially our 

youngest grand daughter, Katie who we mind each 

Monday. 

 

 

The Motorlife Museum - Kembla 
Grange -  by Phil Humphreys 

 
Despite inclement weather 30 members left Narellan 

hoping for an enjoyable day out at the Australian 

Motorlife Museum. 

 

Hit the Narellan Parking  lot and Tony our driver made 

a sensible decision to turn around and travel down the 

old road to Picton and across to the South Coast via 

Wilton.  As we passed Antill Park Golf Course I 

noticed some men playing in the rain and thought how 

silly, Probus golfers would not play in these conditions 

– well maybe. 

 

As we edged closer to the South Coast the weather got 

worse despite Peter’s enthusiasm for the coastal views.  

Finally reached our destination where the museum 

staff kindly let us have a warming cuppa inside out of 

the weather, a gesture appreciated by all. 

 

The museum was full of vehicles many beautifully 

restored and others in varying stages of restoration. I 

always sense I missed a golden age of motoring when I 



look at these magnificent older vehicles and our cars 

today whilst more functional look very drab in 

comparison. 

 

One of the dangers of visiting museums is confronting 

something on exhibition which dates one, as two of our 

female members discovered, when their precious Mini 

Cooper S was displayed.  Other members were also 

familiar with many of vehicles on exhibition. 

 

I doubt Peter would be keen on driving the oldest 

registered bus in New South Wales, the driver sitting 

outside at the mercy of all weather conditions. 

Motoring was quite civilised in earlier eras with a least 

2 vehicles having cocktail cabinets (so much for drink 

driving rules.)  I did not see a seat belt, air bag, traction 

control etc. but somehow people survived. 

 

I am sure all of us though would prefer the comforts of 

a modern caravan compared to the basic provision of 

the earliest models.  

  

Not all vehicles and motor bikes on exhibition, there 

were household items such as irons, gramophones, 

lawnmowers, clocks as well as posters, signs, petrol 

pumps, taxi meters etc.  Some grandfathers could not 

resist buying some toy cars for their grandsons to 

finish the visit. The museum was extremely well kept 

and organised and a credit to the enthusiastic 

volunteers who maintain and manage the exhibits. 

 

On to lunch at the Warilla Bowling Club where a 

buffet awaited.  Always a challenge in maintaining 

dietary discipline and it is a sad duty to report that 

some fell to temptation.  I am always amazed where 

these skinny people put it as I probably put on 10 kilos 

just looking at it. 

 

Those of us who ventured into the indoor bowling rink 

were hugely impressed with the facility where many 

Australian Championships have been played.  For all 

the Probus bowlers it would be well worth considering 

a bowling trip to the centre.  Leif Selby the Australian 

champion runs the Bowls shop in the club and I bought 

a pair of bowls socks from him wishfully hoping that 

some of his ability might rub off (keep dreaming) 

 

Back on the bus to Narellan to the usual coffee shop to 

finish a most interesting and enjoyable day.       

 

 Phil 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Please note:    Any visitor who places their name on 

an interest activity sheet must be accompanied by a 

member known to them.  They should also include 

their phone number against their name. 

 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland  
 

 

 

On behalf of the Art 

Group, I would like to 

thank Elaine Dean for her 

generous donation of 

painting material, 

specifically the oil paints.   

Thank you Elaine, we will 

make good use of all.    

 

 

 

     by Margaret Smith 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

As people are away on holidays there will be no 

meeting in September.  The next meeting will be 

Monday,  17
th
 October when we will discuss our “own 

choice” book. 

  

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

The next Cards Night will be at the Glen Alpine 

Casino on Friday  night, 23
rd

 September commencing 

at 7pm.  Contact Ken and Brenda on 46255253. 
 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

A variety of different styles in last month’s cards – a 

traditional red and green Christmas, a masculine card 

featuring resist embossing, one using patterned papers 

and a very feminine green and mauve creation.  This 

month’s session on Tuesday, 6
th

 September will have a 

Christmas card with a more Aussie theme, as well as 

playing with the decorative border punches and maybe 

some more embossing. 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Our craft is going well.  Another month has gone and 

Christmas is not far away.  Now is the time to start 

getting ready for Christmas by making our own cards.  

I will be teaching stitch embroidery cards. So, if you 

are interested, come along and learn, it is so easy.  I 

will supply all material needed.  Our next craft day is 

on 6
th
 September at 2pm.  There will be no craft on 

20
th

 September as most of us are going on the 

Toowoomba trip.  

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

The gardeners finally got a fine day out and what a 

magical place to visit – The EG Waterhouse National 

Camelia Gardens at Caringbah which overlooks Yowie 

Bay.  On the 23
rd

 September we were programmed to 

visit Denbigh House at Cobbitty, but that has closed to 

the public so we will go to the Sydney Botanic 

Gardens to see the glass house and wall garden if we 

have the energy after our trip to Toowoomba.  Our 

gardening season is here at last. 

Keep Potting On 



Happy Snappers - Ros Hodgins 

At our meeting on 12
th
 August we tested the new 

Projector and reviewed all the photos from our day at 

Glenalvon.  We were able to see how each person 

present saw things differently.  Sue kindly made a 

compilation of these photos for the Historical Society.  

Our next meeting on 9
th
 September will be a workshop 

at the Activity Centre.  Close up and Macro Photos 

will be taken. 

Happy Snapping 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is 

$10.00 per person  

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

We had a great day walking from Maroubra to Coogee, 

with an added adventure, instead of following the 

roadway we decided to climb over the rocks even 

though the tide was coming in.  At one stage we had to 

take off our shoes and socks to paddle through the 

water. We were pleased to reach the Coogee Bay Hotel 

where we enjoyed a lovely lunch. 

 

Our next event will be Croquet and Bocci on Monday, 

12
th
 September 2.00-4.00pm 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

We watched a wonderful presentation by Sharon and 

Paul of the Greek Islands and Athens.  Everyone 

enjoyed the wonderful scenery of the islands and the 

fantastic ancient ruins of Athens.  Thank you Sharon 

and Paul.  \Our next meeting will be Wednesday, 19
th

 

October, when Michael Sorrensen will show some 

amazing scenes of his trip to India. 

 

Please Note:  There will be no meeting in 

September due to Toowoomba trip. 
 

The Travel Tales group meets the third Wednesday of 

every month at the large hall in Park Central at 

7.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  If you have 

photos of any trip you enjoyed and would like to share 

them with other members please speak to either Kathy 

or Malcolm so we can arrange a date for you. 

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

In August we enjoyed several shows all at the 

Campbelltown Catholic Club: Elvis, Hot August Night 

and Mary Duff. 

September we have Menopause The Musical on 

Saturday, 24
th
 September 8pm Campbelltown Catholic 

Club.  If you would like to have dinner prior to the 

show we will meet at the Club 6pm.  We have a small 

group going to see The Table of Knowledge in the 

Merrigong Theatre in Wollongong 11am.  We will car 

pool. 

On 6
th

 October we have The Wharf Revue at the  

Casula Power House 8pm 

March 2012 

Annie at Lyric Theatre Star City, Tuesday, 20
th
 March 

2012 $61  Please pay by November meeting. 

 

BOOK SWAP  All readers in the club, remember to 

take home a book and if you have any books you 

would like to add please do. 

 

CALENDAR 
Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

Sep 2 Meeting at Narellan Library 10am 

Sep 6 Card Making with Marion 

Sep 6 Craft with Mary 

Sep 9 Photography with Ros 

Sep 12 Croquet 2.00pm – 4.00pm 

Sep 14-21  Tour:  Toowoomba – The Garden City 

Sep 23 Gardening with Sue 

Sep 23 Cards at Glen Alpine Casino 7pm 

Sep 24 Menopause the Musical, C.C.C. 8pm 

Sep 27 Bowls Camden RSL 2.15pm   

Sep 30 Photography with Ros 

Oct 4 Craft with Mary 

Oct 6 Tour of Cabramatta 

Oct 6 The Wharf Revue 2011, Casula Powerhouse 

8pm 

Oct 7 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00amn 

Oct 11 Card Making with Marion 

Oct 14 Photography with Ros 

Oct 17 Book Club with Pat 7.30pm 

Oct 19 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Oct 21 Coach Tour: Australian Pioneer Village 

Oct 25 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Oct 26 Lunch at “The Common Ground Bakery” at 

12.30pm (inside the old Razorback Inn) 

Oct 28 Gardening with Sue 

Nov 1 Craft with Mary 

Nov 4 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Nov 8 Card Making with Marion 

Nov 11 Photography with Ros 

Nov 15 Craft with Mary 

Nov 16 Travel ales 7.30pm 

Nov 17-18 Coach Tour: Hunter Valley Christmas 

Lights 

Nov 21 Book Club with Pat 7.30pm 

Nov 25 Gardening with Sue 

Nov 29 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Dec 2 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Dec 6 Craft with Mary 

Dec 9 Photography with Ros 

Dec 12 Card Making with Marion 

Dec 16 Christmas Lunch Menangle House 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:   Fri  2 Sept 2011 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri  7 Oct  2011

       10am – 12 noon 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 


